
 
 
 
 

GOOD ATTENDANCE: Why is it important? 
 
 
Q. What does my child get out of attending well?  
 
A.  They are more likely to: 

 
1. pursue higher education. 
2. become employed for longer periods of time. 
3. avoid the poverty cycle. 
4. be independent and less likely to require government assistance when older. 
5. avoid being involved in the justice system. 
6. have more friends and avoid being socially isolated. 
7. learn how to be a good citizen. 
8. be safe and feel secure at school. 
9. not be involved in illegal activity. 
10. not have gaps in learning created by absence. 
11. be able to read and write properly. 
12. be successful in life and have high self esteem. 
13. develop an ‘on the job’ work ethic that will be valued by employers later in life. 

 
Q. As a parent, how can I help my child to attend well?  
 
A.  I can: 
 

1. model the value of education and support the importance of regular 
attendance.  

2. read to my child nightly, it promotes a love of reading that is fundamental to 
future success, which will help my child to want to attend in the future. 

3. ensure my child establishes a good attendance pattern and therefore a strong 
work ethic. 

4. work with the school if my child becomes reluctant to attend to get to the 
bottom of it and ‘put things right.’ 

5. let my child know that I don’t approve of them missing school. 
6. ensure my child has adequate materials for school and that they are rested 

and well fed. This heightens the chance of academic success and in turn 
fuels the desire for my child to be a successful learner and to attend well. 

7. ensure my child is completing homework and assignments so that they do not 
fall behind. 

8. seek advice from the school on how I can support my child to improve if they 
are under-achieving. 

9. help to develop resilience in my child by not allowing them to stay at home to 
dodge an issue at school. I can be firm in my expectations. 

10. be fair in helping my child to succeed. I can arrange family holidays to 
coincide with school holiday time, go to medical appointments after school, 
send my child to school on their birthday etc.  



11. inform the school of legitimate absence immediately so that they are aware of 
it, and don’t waste time chasing up absences. I could get a medical certificate 
from the doctors. 

12. ensure that my child is on time and that they don’t arrive at school 
disorganised, flustered etc or miss early literacy support time.  

13. take an interest in my child’s schoolwork and get as involved in the school as 
I can. If I value it, my child will be more likely to.  

 
Q. Does anyone else benefit from good school attendance? 
 
A. Yes 
 

1. Teachers benefit – Teachers spend less time trying to help a poor attendee to 
catch up. 

2. School office staff / Associate Principals / Principals spend less time following 
up on absenteeism, and are able to devote more time to academic pursuits. 

3. Classmates – More time is spent on them as teachers need to spend less 
time trying to plug gaps in student learning. 

 
Remember, regular attendance is critical for success in school. Help ensure that 
your child has the best opportunity for success by making sure he/she comes to 
school every single day. Every single day counts.  
 
 
 
 

Missing School = Missing Out 


